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Abstract: This article mainly introduces the important role of contemporary music education in cultivating students’ innova-
tive abilities. Firstly, the cultivation of students’ critical thinking, aesthetic judgment, practical ability, and problem-solving 
ability in appreciation, performance, and teamwork through music education was analyzed. Explored the exploration and 
practice of a comprehensive music education model, emphasizing the integration of various aspects to form a comprehensive 
music education system. Emphasizing student-centered approach, by stimulating students’ interest in music, cultivating music 
literacy, and enhancing innovation ability, we comprehensively promote the integration of music education and innovation 
ability cultivation.
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1.The current development status of contemporary music education at home and abroad
In recent years, with the increasing emphasis on music education in society, contemporary music education has shown a 
thriving trend both domestically and internationally. In China, with the increasing popularity of music education in schools, 
more and more students are beginning to receive music education. The number of social music training institutions is 
increasing, and music education activities are becoming increasingly diverse. These activities include music performance, 
music creation, music production, and other aspects, meeting the needs of different students.In the development process 
of music education in China, it also faces some problems. Unequal distribution of educational resources is an urgent issue 
that needs to be addressed. Some remote areas or grassroots schools lack high-quality music education resources, resulting 
in uneven quality of music education. The uneven quality of teaching is also an issue that cannot be ignored. Some social 
music training institutions or individual teachers lack professional qualifi cations and rich teaching experience, resulting in the 
inability to guarantee teaching quality.[1]

In foreign countries, the music education system is relatively mature, with school music education emphasizing the subject 
status of students, social music training institutions standardizing majors, and frequent music cultural activities. Compared 
with foreign music education, there is still a gap in teacher resources and teaching resources in domestic music education. 
Music education abroad also faces some challenges. The educational challenges brought about by cultural diversity are one 
of them. There are diff erences in music culture among diff erent countries and regions, and how to promote the exchange and 
integration of diverse cultures is a problem that foreign music education needs to solve. The impact of technological progress 
on educational methods cannot be ignored. With the continuous development of information technology, how to use modern 

Copyright: 2025 Author(s). This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 
License (CC BY-NC 4.0), permitting distribution and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source 
are credited, and explicitly prohibiting its use for commercial purposes.

https://doi.org/10.62177/jetp.v2i2.368



2

Vol. 2 No. 2 (2025)Journal of Educational Theory and Practice

information technology means to improve the quality and efficiency of music education is a problem that foreign music 
education needs to explore.

2.Contemporary music education curriculum system and teaching methods
As an important component of the modern education system, music education has shown distinct characteristics of the times 
in the evolution of its curriculum system and teaching methods. In terms of the music education curriculum system, it has 
constructed a complete framework that covers both theoretical and practical courses. Theoretical courses, as the foundation 
of education, mainly focus on core areas such as music theory, music history, and music appreciation. These courses provide 
students with necessary music knowledge reserves and help them establish correct music aesthetic concepts. Practical courses 
focus on cultivating students’ practical music skills, including singing, playing, and creating. Through practical courses, students 
can gradually improve their musical expression and creativity, thus better adapting to the demand for music talents in society.
In terms of teaching methods, the field of music education presents diverse characteristics. The emergence of new teaching 
models such as cooperative learning and innovative education provides students with more flexible and diverse learning 
methods, enhancing their interest and initiative in learning. Especially in the context of technological integration, the rise of 
emerging teaching methods such as online music education and intelligent music creation systems has injected new vitality 
into music education. These changes in teaching methods have enhanced students’ musical literacy, cultivated their innovative 
spirit and practical ability.[2]

3.Challenges and opportunities faced by contemporary music education
In terms of challenges, the three core issues are limited educational resources, diverse student interests, and outdated 
teaching methods. In terms of educational resources, with the acceleration of urbanization, the distribution of urban and rural 
educational resources has become increasingly uneven, and students in remote areas often have difficulty accessing high-
quality music education resources. This has caused them to encounter many difficulties in music learning, affecting their 
learning effectiveness and interest cultivation. The diversity of student interests is also an issue that cannot be ignored. Due to 
individual differences in interest in music styles and performance techniques, traditional single classroom teaching methods 
are difficult to meet the diverse needs of students. This may lead to some students losing their motivation to learn due to 
a lack of interest. The outdated teaching methods are also an urgent problem that needs to be solved. Music education in 
some regions still follows traditional indoctrination teaching, lacking innovation and interest, making it difficult to stimulate 
students’ interest and initiative in learning.
In terms of opportunities, policy support, increased social recognition, and technological progress are the three major 
opportunities. Policy support provides strong guarantees for the development of music education. In recent years, the 
government has introduced a series of policies aimed at promoting the development of music education, such as elevating the 
status of music curriculum in music education and encouraging schools to carry out music activities. These policies provide 
a favorable external environment for the development of contemporary music education. The increase in social recognition 
has also injected new vitality into the development of music education. With the improvement of people’s aesthetic level 
and the enhancement of cultural literacy, more and more people are paying attention to music education, which provides a 
broad market space for the development of music education. Technological progress has also brought new opportunities for the 
development of music education. By utilizing modern technological means such as artificial intelligence and big data, we can 
achieve more precise and efficient music teaching, improve teaching effectiveness and enhance students’ learning experience.[3]

Contemporary music education faces both challenges and opportunities. In order to improve the quality of music education, 
we need to start from optimizing resource allocation, paying attention to student needs, and innovating teaching methods 
to achieve balanced distribution of educational resources, diversification and innovation of teaching methods, and 
comprehensive improvement of education quality.

4.Contemporary music education and the cultivation of students’ innovative abilities
Music education plays a significant role in cultivating students’ innovative abilities. Innovation ability is an important 
requirement for talents in modern society, and music education can provide students with a creative and imaginative learning 
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environment through its unique artistic charm and cultural connotation.
Music education can cultivate students’ innovative thinking and abilities. In the process of learning and creating music, 
students need to use their rich imagination and creativity to constantly explore new forms and expressions of music. This 
process of exploration and innovation can exercise students’ thinking ability, cultivate their innovative consciousness and 
practical ability. Music education also guides students to perceive, understand, and express music, enabling them to gain 
a deeper understanding of the world and discover and innovate problem-solving methods. The integration and infiltration 
of music education with other subject education is also an important way to cultivate students’ innovative abilities. Music 
education has both humanistic and artistic qualities, and it is closely connected and integrated with other subject education. 
For example, the combination of music education with disciplines such as literature and history can enable students to 
understand and feel the connotation and historical background of music works from multiple perspectives; The combination 
of music education and science can stimulate students’ innovative inspiration and thinking vitality by analyzing scientific 
elements such as mathematics and physics in music. This interdisciplinary educational integration can provide students with a 
more comprehensive and in-depth learning experience, thereby promoting the cultivation of their innovative abilities.  
With the rapid development of society and the advancement of technology, the importance of innovation ability in the field 
of music education is increasingly prominent. Music education, as an important component of quality education, is the 
main way to implement aesthetic education and an important channel to cultivate students’ innovative abilities. In order 
to stimulate students’ innovative consciousness, teachers need to constantly learn and innovate teaching methods, enrich 
teaching methods, and meet students’ diverse needs. Students also need to cultivate their innovation and teamwork abilities 
through self-directed and collaborative learning. The creative process in music education carries the responsibility of 
stimulating students’ creativity, expanding their thinking breadth, and enhancing their innovative abilities. Music creation 
encourages students to try different music styles, genres, and creative techniques. In this process, students need to break out 
of traditional frameworks and seek new inspiration and creativity. This exploration of unknown fields helps broaden students’ 
thinking horizons and cultivate their ability to seek inspiration in different fields. Through continuous experimentation and 
reflection, students gradually learn to approach problems from different perspectives, forming a more open and inclusive way 
of thinking. This expansion of thinking breadth helps to enhance students’ overall quality.

4.1 Inspire creativity
Music education provides individuals with a creative environment through appreciating and creating music. Music, as a 
non-verbal, abstract, and emotional art form, provides vast space for the development of innovative thinking. During the 
process of appreciating music, individuals can freely feel the melody, rhythm, and emotions of the music, thereby stimulating 
creativity. In the process of creating music, individuals can express their thoughts and emotions through playing instruments, 
singing, or using other musical elements, further cultivating creativity.

4.2 Cultivate flexibility in thinking
Music education provides individuals with rich thinking materials through different music styles, genres, and forms. In the 
process of learning different music, individuals need to flexibly transform and combine different musical elements to exercise 
their agility and adaptability in thinking. The cultivation of this kind of flexibility in thinking helps individuals quickly find 
entry points when solving complex problems, improving problem-solving efficiency.

4.3 Enhance critical thinking
Music education provides individuals with a platform to exercise critical thinking through activities such as music apprecia-
tion and commentary. When appreciating music works, individuals need to analyze the characteristics, styles, and innovative 
points of the music works in order to form their own insights and judgments. The cultivation of critical thinking in this way 
helps individuals maintain an independent stance when dealing with various information, and improves their ability to screen 
and analyze information.
Music education, as an important way to cultivate students’ comprehensive qualities, promoting the development of their 
innovative abilities is one of its core goals. To achieve this goal, music education needs to start from multiple aspects such as 
curriculum design, practical application, cross-border integration, and innovative atmosphere, in order to comprehensively 
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enhance students’ innovation ability.[4]

In terms of curriculum design, music education should optimize the curriculum and add innovative courses and practical 
activities. Traditional music education often focuses too much on imparting skills and neglects the cultivation of students’ 
innovative abilities. By adding innovative courses such as music creation, music performance, music criticism, etc., 
students can be provided with more space for exploration and innovation. The setting of practical activities is also crucial, 
such as organizing music events, competitions, and projects, which can provide students with more practical opportunities 
and scenarios, and help improve their practical and teamwork abilities. Emphasizing practical application is the key to 
promoting the development of students’ innovative abilities in music education. By organizing diverse music activities such 
as concerts, music festivals, music competitions, etc., students can be provided with a platform to showcase their innovative 
achievements. These activities can enhance students’ confidence and sense of achievement, and exercise their communication 
and teamwork skills. Cross disciplinary integration and innovation are also important ways for music education to enhance 
students’ innovative abilities. By combining with fields such as information technology and art design, students can be 
provided with more diverse learning experiences and perspectives. This innovative approach of cross-border integration 
helps to enhance students’ innovative thinking and problem-solving abilities. Creating an innovative atmosphere is also 
essential. By encouraging students to be brave enough to try and innovate, providing necessary support and guidance, we can 
gradually cultivate students’ innovative consciousness and ability. For example, organizing music creativity competitions, 
music innovation projects, and other activities can provide students with more opportunities and motivation for innovation. 
Music education plays a significant role in cultivating students’ innovative abilities. Through systematic and professional 
music education, students can enhance their abilities in aesthetics, creativity, collaboration, and other aspects, laying a solid 
foundation for their comprehensive development in the future.
In music education, students can gradually develop a unique sense and understanding of music through appreciation, analysis, 
and evaluation of musical works. The improvement of this aesthetic ability can enable students to more sensitively capture 
and perceive the beauty of music in their daily lives, and stimulate their innovative thinking and creativity. For example, 
when appreciating a song, students can deeply analyze the lyrics, melody, rhythm, and other elements to feel the emotions 
and artistic conception expressed by the song. This perception and understanding helps them find resonance in art fields such 
as painting, literature, and film, further stimulating their innovative thinking.
Music education can also promote students’ interdisciplinary learning. By combining music with other disciplines such as 
literature, history, geography, etc., students can gain knowledge and inspiration in a wider range of fields. This interdisciplin-
ary learning model helps to enhance students’ comprehensive innovation ability, enabling them to apply knowledge and skills 
from multiple disciplines and better cope with the challenges of future society. For example, in the study activities of Hebei 
ethnic vocal music, students can combine their in-depth understanding of Hebei ethnic culture with music creation to create 
music works with unique ethnic styles.[5]

Music education can also cultivate students’ teamwork and communication skills. In the process of music performance, music 
production, etc., students need to collaborate and communicate closely with others to complete tasks together. This experience 
of teamwork and communication helps to enhance students’ social skills, enabling them to better establish connections and 
collaborative relationships with others.
To promote the development of students’ innovative abilities in music education, it is necessary to start from multiple 
aspects such as curriculum design, practical application, cross-border integration, and innovative atmosphere. By optimizing 
curriculum design, adding innovative courses and practical activities, integrating cross-border innovation, and creating an in-
novative atmosphere, students’ innovation ability can be comprehensively enhanced, laying a solid foundation for cultivating 
high-quality music talents. Contemporary music education constantly innovates teaching strategies, combining music with 
culture, which not only enriches teaching content but also cultivates students’ cross-cultural thinking, providing them with a 
broader perspective for innovation. The integration of basic skills and theoretical knowledge in teaching enables students to 
find new innovative points in the collision of theory and practice. Therefore, it is recommended that music education further 
embrace technological innovation, expand diverse teaching models, and deepen the integration of culture and art in teaching, 
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in order to more comprehensively cultivate students’ innovative abilities.

5.Practice and problem-solving skills in contemporary music education
Music education is a highly comprehensive discipline that integrates multiple aspects such as theory, practice, aesthetics, 
and emotions. In this process, the cultivation of students’ practical ability, problem-solving ability, and self-confidence is an 
important part.

5.1 Enhance practical ability
Music education enhances students’ practical abilities through music performance activities such as singing and playing. 
These activities require students to transform theoretical knowledge into practical skills, gradually improving their 
performance level through continuous practice and performance. During this process, students can gradually overcome their 
tense emotions and enhance their confidence in music. Music performance activities can cultivate students’ teamwork and 
communication skills, making them more adaptable to the needs of future social development.

5.2 Developing problem-solving skills
In the process of music education, students need to face various challenges and problems, such as technical difficulties, stage 
tension, etc. The emergence of these problems can exercise students’ problem-solving abilities. Through continuous exper-
imentation and reflection, students can gradually find ways to solve problems and improve their problem-solving abilities. 
Music education can also cultivate students’ innovative thinking and creative problem-solving abilities, making them more 
adaptable to the needs of future social development.

5.3 Enhance self-confidence
Through music practice, students can improve their skill level and confidence. Showcasing one’s talents on stage can make 
students feel a sense of achievement and pride. This positive emotional experience helps students cope with future challenges 
more calmly. Music education can also cultivate students’ social and communication skills, making them more adaptable to 
the needs of future social development.[6]

6.Exploration and practice of contemporary music education models
In the field of music education, the comprehensive education model is gradually receiving attention. Firstly, focus on the 
comprehensive development of students. In traditional music education, there is often too much emphasis on training skills 
and neglecting the cultivation of students’ comprehensive abilities. The comprehensive music education model integrates 
various music elements and teaching methods, allowing students to be exposed to a wider range of music styles and 
techniques during the learning process, thereby promoting their comprehensive development. This teaching model helps to 
improve students’ music literacy, equip them with richer music knowledge and skills, and lay a solid foundation for their 
future music learning and development.
The comprehensive music education model emphasizes the cultivation of students’ appreciation ability. Music is an art form 
with unique charm and value. The comprehensive music education model guides students to appreciate different styles and 
types of music, enabling them to feel the charm and value of music. This helps cultivate students’ aesthetic taste and ability, 
making them pay more attention to the cultural connotation and artistic value of music in their daily lives.
Furthermore, the comprehensive music education model emphasizes the cultivation of students’ innovative abilities. Music is 
an art form that requires constant innovation and change. The comprehensive music education model guides students to create 
and adapt music, enabling them to apply their learned knowledge and skills to create music works with unique styles and 
personalities. This helps cultivate students’ innovative thinking and creativity, making them more competitive in future music 
learning and work. The comprehensive music education model focuses on cultivating students’ practical abilities. Music is 
a subject that requires constant practice and application. This helps to cultivate students’ practical and teamwork abilities, 
making them more practical and capable of teamwork in future music learning and work.  

7.Putting students at the center and comprehensively enhancing music education 
and innovation capabilities
In today’s era, music education is facing unprecedented challenges and opportunities. In order to comprehensively enhance 
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students’ music literacy and innovation ability, it is necessary to adhere to the student-centered teaching philosophy and construct 
a diversified and personalized music teaching system.
In terms of stimulating students’ interest in music, schools should organize a variety of music activities, such as concerts, music 
games, music experiences, etc., to stimulate students’ interest in learning. Through activities, students can personally experience 
the charm of music and feel the joy and emotion it brings. Schools should carry out systematic music courses to provide students 
with comprehensive and professional music education. The course should cover multiple aspects such as music theory, music 
appreciation, instrument performance, vocal singing, etc., to meet the different learning needs of students. Through the study of 
the course, students can gain a deeper understanding of music and improve their musical literacy.
In cultivating students’ music literacy, schools should focus on their music theory learning and help them master basic music 
knowledge and theory. By appreciating various types of music, guide students to experience the emotional expression and 
artistic charm of music. Schools should also focus on cultivating students’ musical practical abilities, such as instrument 
playing skills, singing skills, etc., to enhance students’ musical expression and creativity.
In terms of enhancing students’ innovation ability, schools should fully utilize the opportunities for practice and exploration 
in the process of music education, and guide students to actively participate in music creation and performance activities. 
Through activities, students can showcase their talents and creativity, receive recognition and praise from others, and thus 
stimulate their innovation drive. Schools should focus on cultivating students’ innovative thinking and abilities, guiding them 
to view problems from multiple perspectives and propose new ideas and insights.  

8.Conclusion
With the rapid development of society and the rapid advancement of technology, innovation ability has become the core 
competitiveness of talents in the 21st century. Music education, as an important component of art education, not only carries 
the mission of inheriting music culture, but also plays an irreplaceable role in cultivating students’ innovative abilities. 
Music, with its unique artistic charm, can inspire students’ emotional resonance and imagination, providing rich materials 
and sources of inspiration for innovative thinking. Music learning requires students to understand complex music structures, 
harmonies, and rhythms, which helps to break traditional thinking frameworks and cultivate the ability to think from multiple 
perspectives and levels. Music education encourages students to combine music with other subjects such as literature, history, 
technology, etc., promoting cross-border integration of knowledge and enhancing comprehensive innovation capabilities. 
Contemporary music education, through multidimensional teaching strategies and practical platforms, not only imparts music 
knowledge and skills, but also invisibly cultivates students’ innovative abilities, laying a solid foundation for them to become 
innovative talents in the future society. With the continuous advancement of educational concepts and the development of 
technology, the innovative and nurturing role of music education will be more widely recognized and deeply explored.
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