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Abstract: A sensor, as a detection device, is able to receive information and convert it into an electrical signal or other 
form of signal for output. In today’s era of rapid development of intelligence, digitalization and networking, sensors have 
become the core tool for obtaining information. As technology advances, higher standards have been set for sensor sensitivity 
and application breadth. Graphene, a single-layer thin film material composed of carbon atoms arranged in a hexagonal 
honeycomb, has attracted much attention in the engineering industry because of its unique structure and its excellent electrical 
and mechanical properties. Among the many potential applications, sensors are seen as one of the most promising application 
areas for graphene.In this paper, the basic structural characteristics and unique properties of graphene are fi rst outlined, and 
then the specific application cases in many fields such as biomedical sensors, flexible pressure sensors and photoelectric 
chemical sensors are discussed in detail, and the wide use of graphene materials is demonstrated by examples. At the same 
time, the diff erent preparation methods of graphene are compared and analyzed, and the challenges faced by graphene sensors 
in the commercialization process are pointed out. Finally, a series of suggestions and prospects are put forward for the future 
development path of graphene sensors.
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1.Introduction
Graphene, a single-layer thin fi lm material made of carbon atoms closely arranged into a hexagonal honeycomb structure, 
has won wide attention in the engineering and technology circles because of its unique structure, showing extraordinary 
advantages in electrical and mechanical properties. Its excellent mechanical flexibility, excellent electrical conductivity, 
high transparency, strong strength and adjustable electronic properties make graphene a pivotal material in both basic 
scientifi c exploration and practical technical applications, especially as a key material for the manufacture of fl exible sensor 
components and systems.
At present, with the vigorous development of intelligence, digitalization and networking, sensors, as key equipment for 
information conversion, play an important role in converting received information into electrical signals or other forms of 
signal output, and have become the main way to obtain information. Graphene, on the other hand, is seen as a bright star in 
sensor applications, with unlimited potential.
To obtain high-quality graphene films, researchers have explored a variety of methods, including chemical stripping of 
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graphite, chemical vapor deposition (CVD) on different substrates, mechanical stripping of graphite crystals, and other 
chemical synthesis pathways. Among them, chemical vapor deposition has shown great application value in various fields 
because of its low cost, high quality and easy to scale production. Due to the limitations of graphene when applied alone, 
scientists often combine it with other materials to form graphene composites to make full use of their respective excellent 
properties. The size, number of layers, morphology and chemical functional groups of graphene have a significant impact 
on the performance of the sensor, and the introduction of graphene-based composites can effectively improve the sensitivity, 
flexibility and response time of traditional sensors.
With the continuous deepening and development of research on graphene-based materials, new sensors based on such 
composite materials are of great significance to promote scientific research and meet market demand. However, despite 
significant progress over the past decade, the future development of graphene sensors still faces many challenges in the face 
of high standards of sensor accuracy, reliability and durability. Fortunately, graphene’s unique structure gives it the potential 
to meet the needs of high-performance sensors, and it has been widely used in the development of many innovative sensor 
materials in recent years.

2.Basic Properties and Preparation Methods of Graphene
2.1 Basic Properties of Graphene
Graphene is a single-layer, two-dimensional crystal made up of carbon atoms, characterized by its distinctive electronic 
configuration and physical attributes. These carbon atoms are organized in sp² hybrid orbitals, creating a hexagonal lattice 
that endows graphene with outstanding electrical conductivity, mechanical strength, and thermal properties.
Graphene has excellent electrical conductivity and its carrier mobility is extremely high, exceeding that of traditional 
semiconductor materials such as silicon. This makes graphene potentially useful in electronic devices, sensors and other 
fields. In addition, graphene also has excellent mechanical properties, its breaking strength is 200 times higher than the best 
steel, and it is very elastic. This excellent mechanical properties make graphene have broad application prospects in flexible 
electronic devices, wearable devices and other fields.
Graphene also has excellent thermal properties, and its thermal conductivity is very high, more than 13 times that of copper. 
This makes graphene have potential applications in thermal management, heat dissipation and other fields. In addition, 
graphene also has good optical properties and can absorb and emit specific wavelengths of light, which makes graphene a 
potential application prospect in optoelectronic devices, sensors and other fields [2].

2.2 Preparation Method of Graphene
Graphene can be synthesized through various techniques such as mechanical exfoliation, chemical vapor deposition (CVD), 
and redox processes, each offering unique benefits and drawbacks tailored for specific applications.
Mechanical exfoliation involves breaking the van der Waals forces between graphite layers using physical force to isolate 
single or multi-layer graphene. While this method yields high-quality graphene, it suffers from low productivity and 
challenges in scaling up.
Chemical vapor deposition entails growing graphene on a metal substrate, like copper or nickel, by catalyzing the high-
temperature decomposition of carbon-containing gases such as methane or ethylene. This approach allows for the large-
scale production of high-quality graphene with precise control over layer count and morphology. However, transferring the 
graphene to other substrates may introduce impurities and defects.
The redox method starts by oxidizing graphite to form graphite oxide, which is then stripped using ultrasonication or 
chemicals to obtain graphene oxide. This is subsequently reduced to graphene. Although this method boasts a high yield, the 
resulting graphene is of lower quality, containing more defects and functional groups.

3.Application of Graphene in the Field of Sensors
Because of its unique electronic structure, excellent physical properties and chemical stability, graphene has a wide range of 
applications in the field of sensors. The following will introduce the application of graphene in biomedical sensors, flexible 
pressure sensors, photoelectric chemical sensors and other fields in detail.
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3.1 Applications of Graphene in Biomedical Sensors
The application of graphene in biomedical sensors is mainly due to its excellent electrical conductivity, biocompatibility and 
controllable surface properties. Graphene can be used as a carrier of biomolecules, which can be combined with biomolecules 
by adsorption, covalent bonding or doping, so as to achieve the detection and analysis of biomolecules. The graphene glucose 
sensor detects glucose concentration by combining graphene with an enzyme (such as glucose oxidase) and using the current 
changes generated by the enzyme catalyzing glucose oxidation. The sensor has the advantages of high sensitivity, fast 
response and good selectivity, and can be used for blood glucose monitoring in diabetic patients. The graphene DNA sensor 
detects the target DNA sequence by combining graphene with a DNA probe, using the current changes generated by the DNA 
hybridization reaction. The sensor has the advantages of strong specificity, high sensitivity and simple operation, and can be 
used in gene diagnosis, disease screening and other fields. The graphene protein sensor detects the protein concentration by 
binding graphene to an antibody or aptamer, using the current changes generated by the antigen-antibody or aptamer-protein 
interaction. This sensor has the advantages of high sensitivity, good selectivity and strong stability, and can be used in disease 
diagnosis, drug screening and other fields [3]. 

3.2 Application of Graphene in Flexible Pressure Sensor
The application of graphene in flexible pressure sensors is mainly due to its excellent mechanical properties and electrical 
conductivity. Graphene can be used as a conductive material for flexible sensors to detect pressure changes by changing its 
resistance, capacitance, or piezoelectric effect. Resistive flexible pressure sensors detect pressure by combining graphene 
with an elastomer and using changes in resistance caused by pressure. The sensor has the advantages of high sensitivity, 
fast response and good repeatability, and can be used in wearable devices, human-computer interaction and other fields. The 
capacitive flexible pressure sensor detects pressure by using graphene as one of the electrodes of a capacitor, using changes 
in capacitance caused by pressure. The sensor has the advantages of high sensitivity, fast response and good stability, and can 
be used in touch screen, pressure distribution measurement and other fields. The piezoelectric flexible pressure sensor detects 
pressure by combining graphene with piezoelectric materials and using the piezoelectric effect caused by pressure. This 
sensor has the advantages of high sensitivity, fast response speed and low power consumption, and can be used in fields such 
as energy collection and sound sensing [4].

3.3 Application of Graphene in Photoelectric Chemical Sensor
The application of graphene in photoelectric chemical sensors is mainly due to its excellent photoelectric properties and 
chemical stability. Graphene can be used as a photoelectrode material to detect the concentration or variety of chemicals by 
absorbing light energy and converting it into electricity. Photoelectric chemical glucose sensor is by combining graphene with 
photoelectrode material, using the photocurrent generated by glucose oxidation to detect glucose concentration. The sensor 
has the advantages of high sensitivity, good selectivity and strong stability, and can be used for blood glucose monitoring in 
diabetic patients. The photoelectric chemical heavy metal ion sensor is to detect the concentration of heavy metal ions by 
combining graphene with the photoelectrode material and using the photocurrent generated by the interaction between the 
heavy metal ions and the photoelectrode material. The sensor has the advantages of high sensitivity, good selectivity, strong 
anti-interference ability, and can be used in environmental monitoring, food safety and other fields. Photoelectric chemical gas 
sensor is by combining graphene with photoelectrode material, using the photocurrent generated by the interaction between 
gas molecules and photoelectrode material to detect the type and concentration of gas. This sensor has the advantages of high 
sensitivity, fast response speed and good selectivity, and can be used in industrial safety, environmental monitoring and other 
fields [5].

4.Optimization Strategy of Graphene Sensor Performance
4.1 Material Selection and Composite
High-quality graphene materials are the foundation. High-quality graphene has better electrical conductivity, mechanical 
strength and chemical stability, which can improve the performance of sensors. By combining graphene with other 
nanomaterials (such as gold nanoparticles, carbon nanotubes, etc.), carbon nanocomposites with excellent properties can 
be formed. These composites can further enhance the catalytic performance of the electrochemical sensor and improve the 
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sensitivity and selectivity of the sensor.

4.2 Structural Design and Optimization
Designing graphene-based three-dimensional core-shell structures, such as graphene-coated silica spheres or tin dioxide 
nanospheres, can significantly improve the gas sensing performance of sensors. This structure can increase the specific 
surface area of graphene, improve the adsorption and desorption efficiency of gas molecules, and thus enhance the response 
speed and sensitivity of the sensor; Surface modification Modifications on the surface of graphene, such as the introduction 
of functional groups such as hydroxyl, amino and carboxylic groups, can improve the wettability and biocompatibility of 
graphene, which is conducive to the fixation of biomolecules and the transmission of sensing signals [6].

4.3 Preparation Process and Condition Control
Using suitable preparation processes, such as chemical vapor deposition (CVD), electrochemical deposition, etc., high quality 
graphene materials can be prepared. At the same time, optimizing the parameters during the preparation process (such as 
temperature, time, concentration, etc.) can further control the number of layers, morphology and defects of graphene, thereby 
improving the performance of the sensor. During the preparation process, strict control of experimental conditions, such as 
avoiding the generation of impurities and defects, can improve the purity and structural integrity of graphene, thus enhancing 
the stability and reliability of the sensor [7].

4.4 Signal Processing and Algorithm Optimization
The use of advanced signal processing technology, such as filtering, amplification and digitization, can improve the accuracy 
of sensor signals and anti-interference ability. Combining machine learning and other algorithms to process and analyze the 
data generated by sensors can further improve the performance and reliability of sensors. For example, using models such 
as artificial neural networks (ANN) for feature extraction and classification of sensor data can achieve fast and accurate 
detection and recognition.

4.5 Encapsulation and Protection
The use of appropriate packaging technology, such as micro and nano packaging, can protect graphene sensors from 
interference and damage from the external environment, and extend their service life. During the use of the sensor, necessary 
protective measures, such as dust and moisture, can further ensure the stability and reliability of the sensor. 

5.The Prospect of Graphene
The prospect of graphene applications in the field of sensors is very broad, mainly due to its unique physical and chemical 
properties, such as high electrical conductivity, high mechanical strength, high thermal conductivity and excellent chemical 
stability. Graphene has excellent electrical conductivity and carrier mobility, making it able to produce a rapid response to 
small environmental changes, so graphene sensors have very high sensitivity. Graphene’s carrier mobility is much higher 
than other traditional materials, so graphene sensors can respond quickly to environmental changes, which is critical for 
real-time monitoring and rapid response application scenarios. The chemical stability of graphene is strong and can keep 
its performance stable under harsh environmental conditions, which makes the application of graphene sensors in harsh 
environments possible. Graphene can be prepared by a variety of methods, such as chemical vapor deposition (CVD), 
mechanical stripping, etc., which are relatively simple and easy to control, enabling large-scale production.
With the continuous progress of graphene preparation technology, the performance of graphene sensors will be further 
improved. For example, by optimizing the structure and morphology of graphene, it is possible to improve its conductivity 
and carrier mobility, thereby improving the sensitivity and response time of the sensor. Graphene sensors will be developed 
in the direction of multi-function. Through composite and surface modification with other nanomaterials, it can realize the 
integration of a variety of sensing functions, such as simultaneously detecting a variety of gas molecules and monitoring 
changes in biological molecules. With the continuous development of the Internet of Things and artificial intelligence 
technology, graphene sensors will develop in the direction of intelligence. By combining sensor networks and intelligent 
algorithms, functions such as real-time monitoring, data analysis and early warning can be realized, providing more 
intelligent solutions for various fields. As graphene preparation technology continues to mature and scale production, the cost 
of graphene sensors will gradually decrease. This will allow graphene sensors to be promoted and applied in a wider range of 
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applications.
Although graphene sensors have broad application prospects, their development still faces some challenges. For example, the 
preparation process of graphene needs to be further optimized to improve its quality and yield; The stability and reliability of 
graphene sensors need to be further improved to meet the needs of practical applications; The commercialization of graphene 
sensors needs to be accelerated to promote their widespread application. However, with the continuous advancement of 
technology and the continuous expansion of the market, these challenges will gradually be overcome. At the same time, the 
development of graphene sensors will also bring new opportunities and changes in various fields [9].

6.Conclusion
Graphene, as a carbon material with a unique single-layer structure, has shown great application potential in the field of 
sensors in recent years. Its excellent electrical conductivity, high mechanical strength and chemical stability have made 
significant progress in performance optimization of graphene sensors.
In the future, the performance optimization of graphene sensors will pay more attention to the selection and composition 
of materials, the optimization of structures and the improvement of preparation processes. By combining with other 
nanomaterials, a composite material with excellent properties can be formed to further improve the sensitivity and selectivity 
of the sensor. At the same time, optimizing the structural design of the sensor, such as using three-dimensional structure or 
surface modification technology, can increase the specific surface area of the sensor, improve the adsorption and desorption 
efficiency of gas molecules, so as to enhance the response speed and stability of the sensor.
In the field of environmental monitoring, graphene gas sensors can monitor the concentration of pollutants in the air in real 
time, providing strong support for environmental protection. In the field of healthcare, graphene biosensors can monitor 
changes in biomolecules in real time, providing an important basis for the early diagnosis and treatment of diseases. In 
addition, graphene sensors will also play an important role in fields such as wearable devices and smart homes, promoting the 
rapid development of Internet of Things technology.
In short, graphene has a broad application prospect in the field of sensors, and its performance optimization will continue 
to improve the sensitivity and stability of sensors, providing more accurate and reliable sensing solutions for various fields. 
With the continuous progress of technology and the continuous expansion of the market, graphene sensors will become an 
important development direction in the future sensor field.
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